
1 
 

Show of hands please 

"He was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment 

that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed." (Isaiah 53:5). 

That’s an interesting verse friends and, I would suggest, one of many similar verses upon which 

we base our traditional understanding of the Passion of the Christ, which we commemorate 

today, something I’ll come back to in a moment. 

From the outset, I have a confession to make; I have never been to see that much-lauded movie 

of the Passion by Mel Gibson. I purposely avoided the movie basically because of the reviews 

that said it was it is a relentless bloodbath that focused on physical suffering and pain of the 

crucifixion of Jesus and the many others that were so treated by the Romans of the day. 

It seemed that the main point of the movie was to show the brutality, the suffering, and the 

physical pain. There were references to Jesus' life and message but these well-hidden amidst the 

long, drawn-out scenes of physical torture of the various kinds.  

Now I knew that such a movie would not leave me satisfied because it focused on the outer 

suffering of Christ, which while real, misses the point for me, that point being his inner passion. 

The movie did what most of us do and that is to draw on traditional Christian theology, which 

says that the Lord's suffering was necessary in order to pay the price for our sins. That price had 

to be paid in order to satisfy the wrath, or the justice, of God the Father. "All we, like sheep, have 

gone astray" (Isaiah 53:6). And God the Father is angry with us because we have sinned; that 

God the Father has a "perfect sense of justice," which must be satisfied and someone had to pay 

the price for our sins. And that someone had to be Jesus Christ--God's own Son. 

Now is this where people often pull out their stash of stones, where I say, I completely reject 

such a God. 

The traditional idea of salvation that we as Christians have come to accept, strikes me as similar 

to the idea that the police must put someone away for every murder, even if they get the wrong 

person. Someone has to pay for the life that was taken! Or it is similar to the concept of an eye-

for-an-eye, regardless of who’s eye. Someone has to pay for it, even if we were not quite sure 

who did it. And the punishment has to be big! 

It is the same in the traditional Christian view of God the Father's attitude toward Christ's 

suffering. Someone had to suffer for the sins that we humans committed and if we weak and 

limited humans couldn't suffer enough to pay the price, then God's Son Jesus would do it for us. 

For me, this view of God's nature is based on an interpretation of the Bible that comes from 

physical-mindedness rather than from spiritual mindedness or understanding. I can't accept such 

a view of God. And I presume that most of you can't accept it either. 

Emanuel Swedenborg, who many regard as both a charlatan and heretic, expressed the opinion 

that it was a fundamental error on the part of the Christian Church to believe that the passion on 

the cross was the real act of redemption. That error, [together with other errors] has so corrupted 

the whole Christian Church that there is not a scrap of spirituality left in it. 

It’s probably true to say very few subjects fill more book of orthodox theology traditionally or is 

taught and driven home more zealously in some colleges than the belief that God the Father, in 
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his anger with the human race, not only drove the human race away from him, but actually 

placed it under the ban of universal damnation, thus excommunicating it? But because he is 

gracious, he persuaded or forced his own Son to come down and take upon himself the sentence 

of damnation, so as to appease his Father's anger--and it is only in this way that he is able to look 

upon human beings with any favor? 

We have been taught that this was accomplished by the Son, who, in order to take upon himself 

the damnation of the human race, allowed himself to be flogged by the Jews, have his face spat 

upon, and then be crucified as "accursed in the sight of God" (Deuteronomy 21:23). The Father 

was satisfied when this had been done, and because he loved his Son so much, he revoked the 

damnation the eternal damnation--but only for those for whom the Son interceded. 

Really, how can any of us believe this but still say that our God is a God of mercy and 

compassion? Surely this is the ultimate contradiction? If God is love itself and goodness itself, 

and these qualities are his essence is it not a theological nonsense to say that mercy itself or 

goodness itself could look upon humans in anger, and pass a sentence of damnation on them, and 

still remain what he is in his divine essence?  

If God is love (1 John 4:8, 16), how could this same God feel wrath toward us and want us 

punished? How could a good of love God want his own Son Jesus to suffer for our sins, as is 

taught in traditional Christianity? Good people do not wish evil upon others; we do not wish pain 

or suffering up them, even upon those who hurt us. Rather, if we truly have God's love in our 

heart, we hope for reconciliation; we wish for "at-one-ment," without the pain and suffering that 

was inflicted on Christ by the Romans. To attribute anger, wrath, and harsh justice to God is a 

terrible insult upon the nature of the Divine. 

Back to the passion we hear of today; if we look closely at the story of the crucifixion, we find 

that it was not God who punished Jesus. It was the evil, power-hungry people of his, Romans and 

Jews alike. It was human beings who punished Jesus and many of them did so in the name of 

God. And God, I believe, was standing by in mercy, weeping at what was taking place. 

For Jesus Christ, although the physical pain certainly was terrible to bear, his inner pain was far 

greater. The inner pain was because he came to this earth to reach out to people in love, and to 

show them the truth. And what he got from most of the people, in the end, was rejection, insults, 

and murderous hatred toward the truth, goodness, and love that he brought to them. That was 

what he met on earth. 

The greatest passion of Christ was not in the physical suffering. It was knowing that people were 

digging their own graves and making a life of hell for themselves by rejecting the love and the 

goodness and the truth that he was bringing to them.  
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 When he came to the city of Jerusalem on that first Palm Sunday, he wept over it (Luke 19:41) 

and later, while he was teaching the people in the Temple, he said, "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you 

who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your 

children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not 

willing" (Matthew 23:37). 

God came to us as Jesus because he wanted to reach out to us, and the inner passion of the Christ 

was the pain of knowing that so many would choose the hatred and pain that man offered over 

the love and compassion that God offered. 

Things really have not changed over the past 2000 years; today we have the same struggles in 

our world. There are still those who reject the way of love and mercy, and justice and who work 

instead for their own pleasure and power. The Lord has the same struggle and passion in our 

world today that he had two thousand years ago. 

Our struggle, our passion, is the same, and I say that because if we believe that Jesus is within 

each of us then that the same Jesus struggles within every one of us. He struggles to bring us out 

of our way of selfishness, out of the way of thinking only of our own pleasure, out of our false 

materialism, and into the true and deep love that he wishes to give us. He is struggling within 

each one of us to bring us toward the good. And he is doing this, not for the sake of his own 

pleasure and glory, not because God the Father is a vengeful spiteful God, but because he wants 

us to have that same at-one-ment with God that he enjoys. 

 

This is his passion within us today. This is his passion in our world today. "When I am lifted up 

from the earth, I will draw all people to myself" (John 12:32). If we look closely we can see in 

his struggles and his suffering the true nature of God's love for us: that God, as Christ, would 

come to us and suffer all those things purely to show us what God's love is truly all about. 

Our traditional view of God as a vengeful spiteful God is what has given us our view of the 

passion of Christ. The death of Christ, on a cross, was the only way we could ever be reconciled 

to God, the only way God could ever forgive us for the sins we had committed, even those of us 

who had not been born yet. I know this is a hard tradition to put away, but I would challenge 

each of you today to consider doing just that. Put away the concept that the passion of the Christ 

is all about physical pain and suffering and see it instead as a spiritual struggle with the forces 

that seek to separate us from God, the same forces that seek to emphasize the evil that men do 

rather than the good they do, to borrow a little from Shakespeare. 

If you need something to understand the whole concept of the inner passion of The Christ, how it 

relates to us, and how it continues in us today, I highly recommend episodes 5&6 of the 3
rd

 

season of Rev, on the BBC. 

 


